The salt !ndus‘cry of Angui”a — A Brief His’cory

53 Sir Emile R. Gumbs

Ang_li"a’s main source of salt has been the Road Salt Pond. With a total area of 30 acres the
Pond is capablc of producing an average of 37,000-40,000 barrels 300 |bs each) ycar!y. In
dry times West End Pond and Long Pond have Produocd salt but not in sig’;ﬂ:icant amounts.

The Road Salt Pond is norma“g below sea level so that sea water Pcrcolatcs t}'n‘ough the
sandbar on which Sandy Ground \fs“agc stands. This sea water would evaporate and form salt

crgsials.

Road Salt Pond

Some archeologists believe that Prior to the arrival of the English settlers in 1650 Arawaks
took salt away from Ang.xiﬂa but these reports are unconfirmed. After Angui“a was settled
the English rccognizcd salt as a valuable commodit3 and the Road Salt Pond was ‘held’ in

common.

The salt was harvested each day by slaves and Paid labourers for the benefit of the free’ but
after 2.00 pm theg could harvest salt for themselves which thcy could sell.

Earth works to prevent rain water running into the Ponc( were putin Placc. A dam elevated 3-
4+ ft. above pond level was built on the eastern and southern sides of the Pond which in very
hcavy rains emptied into a canal which could be opcncd in low tide to channel the flood water
into the sea.




An inner ‘ring’ dam was built inside the Pcﬁmctcr of the Poncl. This Prcvcntcd run off rain
water from entering the salt making area. Also the old natural canal at the northern end of
Road Bay was opcncd during high tide to allow the Pond to be filled with sea water and thus
Producc much more salt. In times of hurricanes or floods this canal could be oPcned to let the
flood water flow into the sea during low tide.

Several attcmpts 193 the Crown to commercialize the industry were short lived and not very
successful until a lease was grantcd in 1908 to Wager Rey, son-in-law of Edward Carter Lake
who at one time hc‘d a lcasc on the Pon&.

Wager Rey was a good businessman. He put togcthcr a goocl management team of william H.
Owen and Thomas Babrow to dcvcfop the industry. Thcg built the middle dam which divided
the ponc[ into two sections, the largc salt maldng area and a smaller storage and setding area
in which sea water was stored. This allowed any impurities (mud and marine flotsam) to settle
out of the fargc volume of sea water which could be let into the salt making area of the Poncl
as needed. This process grcatfg increased the output of salt as well as improving its quality.
Upon Wager Rey’s death his son Carter Rey inherited the lease and continued to manage the
industrg Prcncimbl&

When William Owen and
Tom Babrow retired
Carter Rey Pcrsuadcd
Captain Arthur Carty to
retire as capmin of his
schooner Warspite and
manage the inclustrg
Years later Arthur Carty
retired and his son Elliot
became the manager.

Salt Bargci:a

A reliable diesel pump was installed in 1935. Salt production increased and the industry
became a mzijor Pfagcr in Anguiﬂa’s economy. The main market at the time was Guyana where
salt was rcquircd as a diet additive for the largc numbers of steer, water buffalo and mules
which worked in the hot and steamy cane fields. schooners from Saba and the Grenadines
carried the salt to Guyana and returned with rice for the Windward and Leeward Islands.




When tractors rcplaccd the work animals in the cane fields in Guyana there was a down turn in
demand for coarse salt but that was offset b3 a new demand in Trinidad for fine salt. The old
pump house was cnlargcd to house a mill and storage area for up to 200 tons of fine salt and
the industrg continued to prosper.

An added benefit to Anguiﬂa was that the salt was now carried to Trinidad in Anguiﬂian
schooners. Smaller shipmcnts were made to the Windward Islands in Angui“ian trading sloops,

In the late 1950 Ang.li"a lost the fine salt market to chcap iodized fine salt from the United
States and Canada. This coupled with hcavg rains cu!minating in hurricane Donna in 1960
caused the conapsc of the industrg. The Rey lease axpired and the Pond |ay idle.

In late 1962 Rupert
Carty, son of Arthur
Carty, who was
cmploycd with Texaco
in Trinidad at the time,
realized that Texaco
was increasing its
demand for salt. He
came to Angui“a and
revived the inclustry.
The Anguiﬂa Road
Salt Company was
rcgistcred in ear{y 1963 and Joscph Owen was grantcd alease on the Pond on behalf of the
Companﬂ and Elliot Carty was appointcd as manager.. 35,000 barrels of salt was harvested
that year. Texaco started importing Angui"a salt in increasing amounts and the inclustry

Harvested Salt

PFOSPC!‘Cd once more.

In November that year the Manager Elliot Carty Passcd away and Emile Gumbs retired from
being Captain of the famous Family schooner Warspitc, and stayed ashore to manage the
industry,just as his g'andfather Captain Arthur Carty had done decades earlier.

The onshore hand!ing of the harvcsting process was mechanized and the daﬂg output
doubled. The salt Company Prospcred clclivering more and more salt to Trinidad. In1967
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duringthc tense time of Angui"a’s break away from St. Kitts a record 71,000 barrels was
harvested. But in 1986 when the oil industry suffered a major s’ump_, the salt market was lost
indeﬁnitc‘g and the Salt Compana discontinued the opcrat\'on.

Today the salt works are scvcrcfg eroded 133 Fnequcnt hurricanes and flood.

The Pond is fast bccoming a bird watchers Paradise, Flocks of white cheek ducks, red
legged stilts, common gallinule, herons and egrets inhabit the pond year round and breed
there. Hundreds of lesser yc“ow{cgs and other waders are winter residents. The sight ofa
mother duck with é-9 babg ducks Fo"owing in a line is beautiful but the flash of a Pcrcgrinc
falcon coming out of the western sun at 150 mph to strike down a duck in full ﬁight is a never
to be Forgottcn c:xpcncnce Occasional Pc]icans and {:n'gatcs also visit. Hundreds of laughing
guﬂs congregate in the Road Pond in late APn'f to car!g May before ﬂying off to Scrub Island
to breed.

The Pumphousc is now a favourite night spot in Anguiﬂa, housinga bar and restaurant with
live music most nights. Laurie and Gabi Gumbs have Prcscrvecl all the old relics of the salt
industry, induding the mill and its diesel engine which are still in working condition. Many relics
of the famous old schooner Warspitc. are also on dispiay.
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